Sprint’s Statement on Coltan

Coltan is a component of tantalum electrolytic capacitors which are used in many electronics, including cell phones.  Coltan that has been illegally mined in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has been credited with environmental degradation and political strife in that region.  

Sprint does not manufacture handsets or accessories, but does purchase handsets and accessories from several different manufacturers.  Some of those manufacturers already have made public statements regarding coltan usage, and put in place measures to assure that none of their electronics components contain illegally mined coltan from the DRC. 

Sprint‘s Corporate Responsibility priorities include promoting a socially and environmentally responsible supply chain.  As part of that initiative, Sprint is working to ensure that all of its handset manufacturers have an appropriate policy in place restricting the use of illegally mined coltan in handsets or accessories being manufactured for our company.

